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What The Graph 24: teacher notes
Notes/comments

• This comes from a Daily Telegraph article about energy supply.

• It seems odd to double-stack the France graph.  In reality the bar for France should disappear off to 

the right.

• The key doesn’t tell us what red stands for. (In the article is says that some are closed for emergency

checks – presumably it’s those ones.)

• Why have they included the beige ‘closed’ ones.  Very many more reactors have been 

decommissioned in the past, but those aren’t mentioned here.  

• The colour for the ‘planned’ reactors is very similar to the ‘operational’ ones.  Is it obvious that

Finland and Slovakia each have 2 that are operational and 1 that is planned?

• According to Wikipedia (see the next slide), Belgium has six active reactors (in two sites).  They are

shown as having 2 in the graph. Also in Wikipedia: France “has 56 operable reactors” across 18 sites. 

• France’s figure in the graph shows the number of reactors (as per the title), whereas Belgium’s figure 

is the number of plants. That’s misleading (and happens for most of the other countries too).

• Nuclear reactors are not all the same size.  Some produce more than twice the amount of energy as 

others.  Would it be better to show the amount of electricity each country produces via nuclear 

plants?

• The rest of the headline is accurate: 12 red and 1 beige reactors are shut out of a total of 57, which is 

21.1%.  It seems fair to describe this as “one fifth”.

Sources:
• https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2022/09/27/britain-should-have-nuclear-reactor-fleet-rival-france/

• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_power_reactors_in_Europe

• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_power_in_France
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